2020 Geneva Auto Show Summary
The AutoKnowledge team has brought together coverage for all of the major Geneva
premieres including new vehicle introductions, major redesigns, refreshes, new trim levels,
and concepts.
Our coverage of Geneva includes notable introductions include the redesigned Kia Sorento,
Volkswagen GTI/GTE/GTD, and Audi A3, models as well as refreshed vehicles like the Mercedes-Benz E-Class Sedan and All-Terrain, Fiat 500e, Hyundai i30, and Skoda Octavia.
This report contains coverage of the following vehicles:
Luxury
• Bentley Bacalar Convertible
• Mercedes-Benz E-Class - Hybrid/Plug-In Hybrid/All-Terrain
• Mercedes-Benz GLA-Class - AMG GLA 45 trim
• Mercedes-Benz GLA-Class/A-Class/Class Plug-In Hybrids
• Porsche 911 Coupe - Turbo S trim
Alternative Energy
• Audi e-tron Sportback Electric - S trim
• Fiat 500e
• Hyundai i30 Hybrid
• Kia Sorento Hybrid
MQB Platform
• Audi A3 Hybrid
• Cupra Formentor
• Skoda Octavia iV
• Volkswagen GTD/GTE/GTI
• Volkswagen Golf
Concept
• BMW Concept i4
• Hyundai Prophecy
• Polestar Precept
• Renault Morphoz Electric
• Volkswagen ID.4 Electric

Downloaded: March 12, 2020

2020 Geneva Auto Show - Luxury
Vehicles

Downloaded: March 12, 2020

Bentley Bacalar 21 Convertible Europe

Level of Change: Debut
What's New
The Bacalar is a new luxury coachbuilt Bentley convertible named after the Laguna Bacalar in Mexico’s Yucatan
peninsula.
It will be powered by Bentley's 6.0L twin turbo W-12 engine, and production will be limited to just 12 units.
Exterior Design
Created by the company’s Mulliner coach-building division, the Bacalar boasts looks inspired by the 2019 EXP 100 GT
Concept.
The rounded headlights and thin LED DRLs flank the new grille that has become smaller compared to the show car.
The overall shape of the bumper carries over, albeit with bigger side creases and more generous lower air intakes, while
the hood features a similar design and the front wheel arches are less bulky.
It sits on 22 inch wheels and has a 0.8 in wider rear track than the Continental GT.
The back end looks more toned down compared to the EXP 100 GT - the bumper is different and incorporates a diffuser
that leaves room for the rectangular tailpipes.
Powertrain
Powering the Bacalar is a 6.0L twin turbo W-12 engine mated to an 8-speed dual-clutch transmission and an all-wheel
drive system that can vary the torque split between the two axles.
This engine produces 650 hp (24 more hp than the Continental GT) and 664 lb ft of torque.
The car also features the 48-volt Dynamic Ride System that offers “a responsive ride and exceptional handling and
refinement in all conditions”, according to Bentley.
Interior Design
The Bacalar is equipped with a digital instrument cluster, rotating display inspired by the Continental GT, and buttons
surrounding the gearshift lever that are used to control vehicle functions from HVAC to traction control.
The wraparound dashboard is cut from 5,000-year old Riverwood, a sustainable material from naturally fallen trees, and
each seat features 148,199 individual stitches.
There is a unique analog clock positioned between the middle air vents, two-tone leather, chrome detailing, glossy black
accents, and ‘Bacalar’ logos embedded in the steering wheel and seatbacks.
The car is also offered with a pair of custom travel cases that are trimmed to match the interior details.

Press Releases and Media Key Quotes
Press Release (MY21 - 2020 Geneva Auto Show)

Downloaded: March 12, 2020

Mercedes-Benz E-Class 21 Sedan Hybrid Europe

Level of Change: Mid-cycle Refresh
What's New
The Mercedes-Benz E-Class has been thoroughly refreshed for 2021 - the facelifted E-class will get new 48-Volt hybrid
engines, switch to the new MBUX infotainment system, and will add a plug-in hybrid variant.
In addition, the V-6 engine has been dropped and the All-Terrain wagon is being introduced in the US market.
Exterior Design
Styling updates are rather restrained - up front, the headlights and grille have more of a downturn at the ends and a more
aggressive look.
The lower grille openings look more like the AMG models, and all E-Class models now get double power domes on the
hood.
The rear sees more major changes - it moves from vertical taillights to new slim horizontal ones, giving the E-Class a rear
deck that looks lower and wider.
The new All-Terrain incorporates some of the same design changes, but its lower grilles are smaller and the front and rear
bumpers have a faux skid plate design integrated into them.
It also has distinct black plastic body cladding that emanates the crossover look popular in the states.
Powertrain
Both the All-Terrain and E 450 sedan now use a 3.0L turbocharged I-6 engine with a 48-Volt hybrid assist instead of the
old V-6.
The new straight six makes the same power as the old engine - 362 hp and 369 lb ft of torque.
Lower trim E-Class models will use a 2.0L turbo I-4 making 255 hp and 273 lb ft of torque.
The E 53 continues with its version of the 3.0-liter inline-six with an electrically boosted turbocharger and 429 horsepower
and 384 lb-ft of torque.
All models are paired with Mercedes 9-speed automatic transmission.
Mercedes is also bringing a plug-in hybrid to the U.S. market - the E 350e will use the 2.0L turbo I-4 coupled with a 90-kW
electric motor to make a combined 315 hp and 516 lb-ft of torque sent to the rear wheels.
Features/Technologies
The Drive Pilot adaptive cruise control will now include route-based speed adjustments, which will slow the car
automatically before traffic jams, even when they are out of sight.
It will also have smarter low-speed cruise ability in stop-start congestion at speeds of up to 40 mph.
The active-steering system can also help "form a rescue lane on multi-lane roads" in overseas markets.
The switch to MBUX infotainment includes the Siri-like ability to activate voice input by saying "Hey Mercedes."
We've experienced this system in the new A-Class sedan and can report that it works well but seemed to be triggered just
by the word 'Mercedes' so it occasionally interrupted car-related conversations.
The All-Terrain model will come with standard all-wheel drive, air suspension, off-road driving modes, and hill descent
control.
Interior Design
Inside, the only major updates are new steering wheels with capacitive sensors instead of wheel torque sensors to check
if the driver's hands are on the wheel, and standard 12.3-inch screens for both the instrument cluster and main infotainment
display.
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Mercedes-Benz GLA-Class 21 Europe

Level of Change: Minor Change / Carryover
What's New
The 2021 Mercedes-Benz GLA-Class is launching an AMG GLA 45 trim level with aggressive styling elements, a sportier
interior, and the M139 2.0L turbocharged I-4 previously appearing in the AMG A 45 and AMG CLA 45.
The AMG GLA 45 performance crossover goes on sale in the United States in late 2020, and the company hasn't yet
disclosed the price.
Also, Mercedes-Benz is introducing plug-in hybrid variants of the GLA-Class, CLA-Class, and A-Class in the European
market.
The new models will be known as the GLA 250e SUV, the A 250e (in hatch and sedan form), and the CLA 250e (in
wagon and sedan form).
Exterior Design
The AMG GLA 45 sees vertical strakes in the grille, standard LED headlights and subtly flared fenders - there are 19-inch
wheels standard and 21-inch wheels as an option.
The rear end wears a larger roof spoiler and a revised bumper that includes two 3.2-inch diameter exhaust pipes.
Powertrain
The AMG GLA 45 uses the M139 2.0L turbo I-4 offering 382 hp and 354 lb-ft of torque tied to a 8-speed dual-clutch
transmission and a sophisticated all-wheel-drive system.
Mercedes estimates that the GLA 45 can reach 60 miles per hour in 4.3 seconds and electronically limits the top speed to
155 mph (249 kph).
There is a new Race-Start mode that has partial ignition interruption when upshifting and automatic double-clutching
when downshifting.
The GLA 250e Plug-in Hybrid will use a 1.3L turbocharged I-4 engine paired with a 75 kW motor - combined they make
215 hp and 332 lb-ft of torque (just shy of the 224 hp the CLA 250 makes).
This combined power drives the front wheels through an 8-speed dual-clutch transmission.
This new engine does not feature a 12-volt starter, instead, it relies on the electric motor to start, which is a first for a
production Mercedes.
The new Mercedes plug-in hybrids will use a 15.6 kWh battery pack that will offer between 44 and 49 miles of electric
range on the WLTP cycle, will be able to reach a top speed in all-electric mode of 87 mph, and can adjust the mix of electric
and gas operation depending on route for optimal efficiency.
Features/Technologies
The GLA 45 also has revised suspension geometry (that allegedly reduces torque steer), a new aluminum wishbone to
cut down on unsprung weight, and adaptive dampers that let drivers pick from three modes to tailor the ride.
To aid handling, Mercedes has fitted an aluminum plate below the engine that stiffens the structure at the front.
For braking, the GLA 45 comes standard with 13.8-inch rotors with four-piston calipers at the front, and there are 13-inch
discs with single-piston stoppers at the back.
The optional AMG Dynamic Plus Package replaces the pieces in front with six-piston calipers and 14.2-inch discs.
Interior Design
Inside the AMG GLA 45, Mercedes installs front seats with larger bolsters to grip occupants during sporty driving - even
more aggressive AMG Performance chairs are optional.
The center console gets piano black trim, and Nappa leather wraps around the steering wheel.
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Porsche 911 20 Coupe Europe

Level of Change: Minor Change / Carryover
What's New
The new 2021 911 Turbo S that had been scheduled to break cover at the now-canceled 2020 Geneva Motor Show made
its debut online, and is highlighted by a 60 horsepower bump over its predecessor.
The Turbo S is currently positioned at the top of the 911 range, though additional variants will debut in the future.
The 2021 Porsche 911 Turbo S will hit the US in late 2020 and pricing will start at $204,850 for the coupe and $217,650
for the convertible (including a $1,350 destination charge).
Exterior Design
The 2021 Turbo S body is wider than the last generation by 1.8 inches up front and 0.7 inches out back.
There are functional air vents in the front bumper and both rear fenders, and Turbo-specific rectangular exhaust tips.
The rear wing is also larger in order to provide additional downforce.
The Turbo S is equipped with center-locking wheels (20 inches up front and 21 inches at the rear), carbon-ceramic brake
discs, and 10-piston brake calipers up front.
Powertrain
The Turbo S is powered by a 3.8L twin-turbo H-6 engine making 640 hp and 590 lb-ft of torque.
Power moves through an 8-speed automatic transmission that is specific to Turbo models and is then routed on to all four
wheels.
The all-wheel-drive system can send up to 368 lb-ft of torque to the front wheels when needed.
This setup lets the Turbo S run from zero to 60 mph in just 2.6 seconds (a tenth of a second quicker than the 700 hp GT2
RS from the last-generation 911).
The quarter-mile drag takes just 10.5 seconds and both the Coupe and Convertible models can reach a top speed of 205
mph.
Features/Technologies
The list of standard features includes 18-way power-adjustable seats covered in leather, a 10.9-inch touchscreen, a Bose
surround-sound system, and an active suspension system that fights body roll.
Options will include a sport exhaust system with adjustable flaps and oval tips as well as a sport suspension that lowers
the ride height by about 0.3 inches.
Interior Design
The interior takes the layout first seen in Carrera and Carrera S models with the latest Porsche Communication
Management system, a 10.9-inch touchscreen, a five-button control panel that re-creates the look of classic toggle switches
and adds redesigned sportier seats and special emblems.
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Audi e-tron 21 Sportback Electric Europe

Level of Change: Minor Change / Carryover
What's New
The Audi e-tron S and coupe-inspired e-tron S Sportback arrive to give the brand's electric crossovers a boost in
performance.
Exterior Design
There is a new front bumper with a fascia that has larger inlets, and there's a more prominent diffuser at the back.
The fenders are 0.9 inches (23 millimeters) wider and 20-inch wheels are standard, but buyers can select up to 22-inch
designs.
For driving comfort, the models come standard with an adaptive air suspension.
Depending on the drive mode, the system can alter the ride height by as much as three inches (76 millimeters).
Powertrain
These performance-focused models offer 496 hp and 717.6 lb-ft for eight seconds in Boost Mode, rather than the existing
models' 402 hp and 490 lb-ft during Boost Mode.
During normal driving, the S has 405 hp and 596 lb-ft, versus 355 hp and 414 lb-ft for the regular versions.
The e-tron S variants' extra power comes from adding an electric motor to the rear axle, bringing the total for the vehicle
to three.
The pair at the rear also allows for torque vectoring.
During normal motoring, the two motors at the back exclusively drive the crossover.
The one at the front only runs when the driver requests the extra power or if the rear wheels lose traction.
In S gear, the new models can hit 62 miles per hour in 4.5 seconds and can hit an electronically limited top speed of 131
miles per hour.
Audi doesn't specify the range for the new S models - they have the same battery capacity as the standard model with a
total of 95 kWh and a usable net of 86.5 kWh.
Interior Design
Inside, there's also not much difference over the existing E-Tron models.
Electrically adjustable sport seats are standard, and S badges adorn the cabin.
As options, buyers can select chairs with thicker bolsters or air-conditioned seats with perforated leather.
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Fiat 500e 20 5-Door Electric Europe

Level of Change: Major Redesign
What's New
The Fiat 500e has been redesigned from the ground up and will now be built in Turin Italy, while the regular 500 models
continue to be manufactured in Poland.
There will be a special launch edition available for 37,500 Euro - only 500 will be produced featuring LED headlights, ecoleather seats, 17-inch wheels, chrome exterior trim, and all available driver assistance technologies.
Exterior Design
The new 500e retains the same basic shape as before, but there are thicker roof pillars, smoothed bodywork, new LED
headlights and taillights, as well as restyled front and rear bumpers.
The Fiat badge up front has been replaced with a large '500' badge in the grille.
The rear end is more rounded and the tailgate has more dimension to it due to a recess that houses the license plate.
The new taillights create an E-shaped motif when illuminated to emphasize the models electric roots.
The new 500e is also slightly larger overall - the length increases by 2.3 in as does the width, and the wheelbase is nearly
an inch longer.
Powertrain
The new 500e uses a single electric motor with a 42 kWh battery pack.
The motor develops 118 hp and Fiat has stated that it can propel the 500e to 62 mph in 9.0 seconds and on to a top
speed of 93 mph.
The 500e provides an all-electric driving range of 199 miles (rated on the Euro-spec WLTP standard).
Charging at home is stated to take 14 hours, but the 500e can reclaim 80 percent of its range in just 35 minutes using an
85 kW charger.
Features/Technologies
The new Uconnect 5 multimedia system connects to the internet and is also accessible through a smartphone.
The 500e is available with a range of driver-assist systems including automatic braking, blind-spot monitoring, lane-keep
assist, and adaptive cruise control.
Three driving modes are available: Normal, Range, and Sherpa - the latter of which disables the HVAC system and
suppresses acceleration to preserve battery life.
Interior Design
Inside, the horizontal accent running the length of the dashboard is more intricate than before, there is a new integrated
10.25-inch touch screen infotainment display and the instrument cluster is now a 7-inch digital screen.
There are dedicated buttons under the screen for various HVAC controls, mimicking the shape of the push-buttons further
down the instrument panel for shifting between Park, Reverse, Neutral, and Drive.
The steering wheel cut in the lower part and the area between the seats, and the flat floor offers a bit more interior space
for passengers.
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Hyundai i30 21 5-Door Hybrid Europe

Level of Change: Mid-cycle Refresh
What's New
Though the Hyundai Elantra GT has only been on sale in the U.S. a couple of years, it's getting a light refresh, previewed
by the changes to the European market i30 at this year's Geneva auto show.
The freshened styling helps it fit in with the latest Hyundai models such as the Sonata and Santa Fe and also brings some
updated technology.
It will go on sale in Europe this summer in hatchback, wagon and fastback varieties.
We will likely only get the hatchback, and it will probably launch later this year - expect pricing closer to launch.
Exterior Design
The main styling changes are to the front and rear fascias.
The lights have sharper corners and bold, triangular LED running lamps.
The front grille has been dramatically widened, and the lower grilles have been given pointy ends like the
The N-Line model keeps the more aggressive front spoiler like that of the current model.
The rear diffuser area has been expanded to include the license plate area, and the lower rear lights have been moved
down to the outer edges to help make the back of the car look less bulky.
Powertrain
While they won't be offered in the U.S., it's worth noting that the European i30 variant will get some engine options with 48volt mild hybrid systems.
As with other such systems, this allows for earlier engine shutoff, longer off periods, and smoother restarts.
It will be an option on one of the 1.0L turbocharged gasoline engines, and standard on the higher-output 1.6L diesel I-4
and 1.5L gas I-4 engines.
All European market engines are less powerful than our Elantra GT's base 161 hp naturally aspirated 2.0L I-4 and the
uprated 201 hp 1.6L turbo I-4.
Features/Technologies
As with previous versions of the i30, the new i30 also comes with FCA with pedestrian detection, Driver Attention Warning
(DAW), High Beam Assist (HBA), Intelligent Speed Limit Warning (ISLW), and Lane Keeping Assist (LKA).
There is an improved SmartSense advanced safety package that adds several new safety features.
Lane Following Assist (LFA) that automatically adjusts steering to help keep the vehicle centered.
The Rear Collision-Avoidance Assist (RCA) system can now activate the brakes to avoid a collision when the car is in
reverse.
Leading Vehicle Departure Alert (LVDA) warns the driver when the vehicle ahead of them starts moving forward.
The rear Blind Spot Detection (BSD) system has also received an upgrade - it can now activate the engine brake in order
to avoid a collision.
Front Collision-Avoidance Assistance (FCA) has been improved to recognize bicycles on the road.
Interior Design
The interior tweaks are more subtle, but add up to modernize the car.
Most of the dashboard, doors, and center console are unchanged, but there's now a 10.25-inch infotainment screen
available like that found in the new Ioniq.
The instrument cluster gets a 7-inch digital display flanked by new analog dials.
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Kia Sorento 21 Hybrid Europe

Level of Change: Major Redesign
What's New
The Kia Sorento is all-new for 2021, including the underpinnings and the design inside and out.
The new midsize SUV has dropped as much as 176 pounds and will be available with six seats across three rows.
The revamped Sorento is now 0.4 inches longer (at 189.3 in) and has a wheelbase measuring 110.8 in (1.37 in more than
before).
It is 66.9 in tall (including the roof rails) and 74.8 in wide – an increase of 0.4 in.
Exterior Design
The Sorento adopts a bolder appearance with the latest interpretation of the corporate 'tiger nose' grille that nicely blends
with the smart-looking LED headlights.
Kia says the hood is now longer than before and the A-pillar sits 1.2 inches further back from the front axle.
Both the front and rear overhangs have been reduced, and we’re noticing decorative metallic trim pieces adorning the
front fenders and doors, as well as the C-pillar.
Split vertical taillights represent a departure from the wide rear clusters of the previous model, and large 'SORENTO'
lettering adorns the tailgate.
Powertrain
The new Sorento will initially be offered in South Korea with a hybrid powertrain combining a turbocharged 1.6L I-4
gasoline engine making 177 horsepower and 195 lb ft of torque with an electric motor rated at 59 hp and 195 lb-ft - total
output for the hybrid will be 227 hp and 258 lb-ft of torque.
There’s also a 2.5L turbocharged I-4 gasoline engine making 277 hp and 310 lb-ft mated to an 8-speed dual-clutch
transmission.
Overseas markets will also offer a 199 hp / 325 lb-ft 2.2L turbodiesel I-4 engine that will also use the 8-speed DCT.
Additional powertrains will follow, including what Kia refers to as high-performance gasoline turbocharged units.
A plug-in hybrid has already been announced and will follow later this year.
Features/Technologies
Kia is boosting safety with eight airbags – including a knee airbag for the driver.
A first for any Kia or Hyundai model, there’s a “multiple collision avoidance automatic braking system,” which will
automatically hit the brakes if it notices the driver loses control of the vehicle following the first crash.
Interior Design
Inside sees massive revisions as well - aside from looking more sophisticated, the 2021 model is more spacious and
features a three-row layout with two captain's chairs in the 2nd row.
Up front, there’s a 12.3-inch digital instrument cluster accompanied by a 10.25-inch touchscreen for the infotainment
system.
There is a rotary dial for the gear shifter, a smaller dial to select drive modes, and dedicated buttons for the climate
controls and heated and ventilated front seats.
A two-tone steering wheel, LED ambient lighting around the door handles, leather upholstery, metallic trim, wood-effect
surfaces and glossy black accents emphasize luxury in top-level trims.
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Audi A3 21 5-Door Hybrid Europe

Level of Change: Major Redesign
What's New
The redesigned A3 debuted during the virtual 2020 Geneva Motor Show in 5-Door Sportback form, though it sees more of
a heavy update than a true redesign.
The car shares its MQB modular platform with the outgoing A3 but features new systems for the all-wheel-drive,
suspension damping, and speed-sensitive steering.
The sedan will return at a later date but the A3 Convertible is being dropped from the lineup.
Exterior Design
The fourth-generation A3 retains the familiar shape but introduces more character lines and modern lighting elements.
The front end sports sharper headlights with LED DRLs, a more muscular hood that ends in a straight line above the new
honeycomb grille, and prominent side air intakes.
The front fenders have been narrowed but the rear shoulder line is bulkier, ending with a bumper that incorporates shapes
from up front and slimmer taillights.
The car has similar overall proportions and a cargo capacity of 13.4 to 42.4 cu ft depending on the position of the rear
seats.
Powertrain
In Europe, the new A3 will launch with a 1.5L turbo I-4 gasoline engine with 148 hp or a 2.0L turbodiesel I-4 making either
116 hp or 148 hp.
Buyers will be able to choose a 6-speed manual transmission or a 7-speed automatic.
Front-wheel drive will be standard at launch, but more powertrains and versions with Quattro permanent all-wheel drive
will be added down the line.
Most of the powertrains that will be added later will feature a mild-hybrid system, and a plug-in hybrid will eventually join
the lineup as well.
An eventual sporty S3 trim will likely come with a 2.0L turbo I-4, and a RS 3 trim will see a 2.5L turbo I-5.
Features/Technologies
European models with the 116 hp TDI engine will make use of torsion beam rear suspension - previously relegated to
VW, SEAT, and Skoda models on the MQB platform.
All other models will use a 4-link rear suspension that can be enhanced with an adaptive damping system with three
levels of control (Comfort, Auto, and Dynamic) - this system also drops the vehicle by 0.4 in.
Audi has also developed a new speed-sensitive steering system for the A3 that will be offered on the sportier variants this system will have a unique rack and pinion steering setup with gear ratios that depend on steering angle to improve feel
at high and low speeds.
Interior Design
Inside is a completely new dashboard panel, with air vents on the driver’s side seemingly inspired by Lamborghini's
models.
The new infotainment screen is incorporated into the dash instead of free-standing like before, and the HVAC controls are
all-new.
There is also a restyled steering wheel with buttons for voice commands, music volume, and menu controls and the
electronic parking brake button has been moved closer to the shift lever.
The car features options like Audi's Virtual Cockpit digital instrument cluster and a head-up display.
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Cupra Formentor 21 Europe

Level of Change: Debut
What's New
Cupra has announced a production version of the Formentor SUV, and it premiered at the virtual 2020 Geneva Motor
Show.
Designed as Cupra’s first standalone model, it was previewed by a plug-in hybrid concept last year and will slot in the
lineup above the Ateca.
The Formentor will also offer level 2 semi-autonomous driving capability.
Cupra is expected to start taking orders for the Formentor in the second half of the year.
Exterior Design
The Formentor is about the same size as a Subaru Crosstrek - at 175.2 inches long and 72.4 inches wide it is longer,
wider, and sits closer to the ground than the Ateca.
The production Formentor echoes the designs first seen on the concept, with aggressive air intakes, muscular hood lines,
and a sloping roofline.
There are copper accents and angular LED light signatures in line with Cupra's established aesthetic (similar to that of the
Ateca and Leon).
The side profile shows steeply raked glass on the liftgate and a daylight opening that kicks up sharply at the C-pillar.
Powertrain
The top powertrain is a 2.0L turbo I-4 making 306 hp and 295 lb-ft of torque paired with all-wheel drive.
Cupra also will offer the Formentor as a plug-in hybrid, using a 148 hp 1.4L turbo I-4 and a 114 hp electric motor to make
a combined 241 hp and 295 lb-ft of torque.
A 13 kWh lithium-ion battery pack provides an all-electric driving range of roughly 31 miles based on the European test
cycle.
Interior Design
The concept's design cues carry over inside as well, with a two-layer dashboard dominated by a large infotainment
screen, a 3-spoke steering wheel, sports seats, a small gear selector, and lots of storage spaces.
Model-specific trim and upholstery, alongside copper accents and carbon fiber inserts complete the look.
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Skoda Octavia iV 20 5-Door Plug-In Hybrid Europe

Level of Change: Major Redesign
What's New
The Octavia has been redesigned along the lines of its corporate cousins - the 8th generation Golf and the Seat/Cupra
Leon.
Both the 5-Door hatchback and wagon will receive Rally Sport versions in “iV” form - a new suffix denoting Skoda's PlugIn Hybrid models.
Exterior Design
In typical Volkswagen Group fashion, the styling changes over the regular model are rather subtle.
There is a slightly more aggressive design for the bumpers along with larger wheels backed by beefier brakes.
The car sits slightly lower than a lesser Octavia as a result of installing a stiffer suspension setup to improve handling.
At the back, there is a subtle spoiler, while dual exhausts reveal the car’s performance-oriented nature.
Powertrain
Using the same hardware package as the recently unveiled VW Golf GTE and the Cupra Leon PHEV, the Skoda Octavia
RS iV will combine a turbocharged 1.4L I-4 gasoline engine with an electric motor and a 7-speed dual-clutch transmission.
The plug-in hybrid setup will provide the Octavia RS iV with a total output of 242 horsepower and 295 lb-ft of torque.
The Octavia RS iV will have a slightly shorter WLTP-certified electric range of 34 miles (compared to 37 for the Golf GTE
and Cupra Leon PHEV), likely due to a higher curb weight since the Octavia is larger than the Golf and Leon.
Interior Design
The interior is more upscale and high-tech than in the previous Octavia, and the manual handbrake has been replaced by
an electronic switch.
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Volkswagen GTI 21 5-Door Europe

Level of Change: Major Redesign
What's New
The 2021 Volkswagen GTI has been completely redesigned, inside and out, and Europe receives diesel GTD and Plug-In
Hybrid GTE versions.
It is a bit more aggressive-looking than the regular 8th generation Golf and it receives a power bump over its previous
incarnation as well.
We expect the VW GTI to go on sale in the U.S. later this year.
Exterior Design
Like in past iterations, the GTI takes the basic Golf body and enhances it with classic touches and more aggressive
bodywork.
An accent line runs across the front on the top edge of the headlights and lines up with the red GTI badges on the fenders
- the lower half of this accent line houses a full-width daytime running light.
The lower grille now has a hexagonal mesh instead of slats, and it looks completely open the whole way across - hidden
in the mesh pattern are sets of five fog lights that are nearly invisible when turned off.
The GTI also gets a more aggressive front splitter, side skirts, rear spoiler, and diffuser.
The GTI's badge is now larger and is displayed in the middle of the rear hatch below the VW badge.
Standard wheels are just 17 inches in diameter, though 18- and 19-inch wheels are available optionally.
The European GTE and GTD models have similar styling to the GTI except that their accents are in blue and gray
respectively.
Powertrain
That engine is an updated version of the same 2.0L EA888 turbocharged I-4 that powers the current GTI.
Power has increased from 228 to 241 horsepower, and torque is up from 258 lb-ft to 273.
A six-speed manual transmission remains standard while a seven-speed dual-clutch transmission is an option.
Power still goes to the front wheels, and suspension duties are handled by MacPherson struts at the front and a multilink
design at the rear.
While they won't come to America, Europe receives diesel GTD and plug-in hybrid GTE variants.
The GTD comes only with the seven-speed dual-clutch transmission and makes 197 horsepower and 295 pound-feet of
torque.
The GTE makes the same 241 horsepower as the GTI and torque that happens to match the 295 pound-feet of the GTD,
plus 37 miles of electric-only driving range.
Interior Design
The GTI's interior is nearly identical to that of the regular Golf except for a few details.
The standard seats are more aggressively bolstered and wear a new version of the GTI's signature plaid upholstery.
A sportier leather-wrapped steering wheel replaces the standard unit, and it features touch controls.
On dual-clutch-equipped GTIs, the center console hosts a little shifter nub as you'd find in a new Porsche 911.
GTIs also come standard with the 10.25-inch digital instrument cluster and 10-inch infotainment display.
Ambient lighting is also featured and can display 30 colors.
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Volkswagen Golf 20 5-Door Europe

Level of Change: Major Redesign
What's New
The 8th generation Golf has been revealed for the European market.
Exterior Design
On the outside, it looks restrained, despite being all-new.
There are sharper front and rear lighting elements and different bumper designs.
The side profile is still very familiar, but the crease down the bodysides now bisects the door handles.
Powertrain
Europe will see multiple turbocharged gasoline and diesel engines with outputs ranging from 88 hp to 295 hp.
There will also be hybrid variants of the Golf for the first time.
Features/Technologies
The new Golf features ambient lighting, and available windshield-projected head-up display, Car2X connectivity, and an
interface to charge your smartphone.
You can also access other features using a voice assistant.
Safety features include Travel Assist, IQ Light LED matrix headlights, ACC with predictive speed detection, Front Assist,
Oncoming vehicle braking when turning, Lane Assist Lane-Keeping, and Predictive Pedestrian Protection.
Interior Design
Inside is a new dashboard with a dual-level design, top-mounted driver-oriented displays that are more ergonomic, and a
significant reduction in physical buttons and knobs.
There are standard 8-inch and optional 10-inch infotainment systems with a brand new interface.
The air conditioning, radio volume, and lights are all adjusted using capacitive touch buttons.
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BMW Concept i4 Electric Sedan

Level of Change: Concept
What's New
The BMW Concept i4 previews what will become the production-spec i4 in 2021 - the new model is similar to an allelectric 4-Series Gran Coupe.
Exterior Design
The large grille that has been introduced on many recent BMW models is also present on the Concept i4, but it serves as
an 'intelligence panel' where various sensors are contained since the electric powertrain doesn't require a traditional grille.
There is a long hood, a sloped roofline with a short rear deck, and modern lighting elements front and rear.
The overall styling looks nearly production-ready, though touches like the blue outlines on the sides and at the rear
outlining diffuser-styled fake exhaust outlets will likely disappear.
Powertrain
The Concept i4 uses a single electric motor capable of producing 530 hp that can send the vehicle from 0 to 62 mph in
just 4.0 seconds.
Power comes from an 80 kWh battery pack which provides an estimated EPA all-electric driving range of 270 miles (373
miles on the European WLTP system).
Features/Technologies
BMW incorporates three different modes into its new display screens that they call 'Experience Modes' - BMW says this
setup previews the next-generation operating system it will use in vehicles starting next year.
The three modes are called Core, Sport, and Efficient.
Core is a tweaked version of BMW’s current arrangement where users can navigate diagonal widgets using swipe
movements to access and arrange them as needed.
Sport brings these widgets closer together for a more focused view and makes room for performance items like a lap
timer.
Efficient focuses on communication and details on how well the car is using its power.
Interior Design
Inside is a more concept-like airy, minimalistic cockpit, but the production i4 will likely retain a similar driver-focused setup.
There is a large, curved display that previews future displays for the i4 and iNext models - this display incorporates lowglare screens that help negate the need for shrouds to block outside light.

Press Releases and Media Key Quotes
Press Release (Concept - 2020 Geneva Auto Show)

Downloaded: March 12, 2020

Hyundai Prophecy Concept

Level of Change: Concept
What's New
Hyundai has revealed an all-electric concept vehicle called the Prophecy, meant to preview their future design language.
The concept takes the form of a curvy efficient EV with a refined, comfortable interior space.
Exterior Design
The Prophecy's smooth looks mark a departure from their previous angular design concept - the '45' that was unveiled in
2019.
EV cues abound, from the long wheelbase and low tail to 6-spoke silver wheels shaped like turbine blades.
The smooth lines showcase a sporty silhouette with short overhangs, an understated front end, and a prominent
aerodynamic Kamm-back rear topped with a functional spoiler.
The unique rear spoiler is made of a transparent acrylic material to generate downforce at speed and to showcase
components underneath, including the brake light and the camera.
The front bumper's sole styling is a wide, low front air intake that funnels cool air over the battery packs to help regulate
temps and aid in drive system cooling.
Hyundai has stated that the 'pixelated' lighting elements will make their way onto production vehicles in the future as a
signature design element.
Powertrain
Specific powertrain details were not released, but the concept is supposed to be all-electric.
Interior Design
The concept seats four and is equipped with a large horizontal digital display spanning from A-pillar-to-A-pillar above a
wing-shaped dashboard.
Instead of a steering wheel, there are twin joysticks - one mounted on the driver's door and the other mounted on a
central floating console.
There are also buttons located at the driver's fingertips for such features as the radio and climate control.
The interior is made with environmentally conscious materials and integrates a Clean Air purification system.
The concept incorporates autonomous features including a Relax mode that swivels the dashboard to create more interior
space and allows the passengers to recline.
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Polestar Precept Concept

Level of Change: Concept
What's New
The Polestar Precept is an electric, four-door grand tourer that previews the design of future Polestar models as well as
highlighting the Swedish company’s plans for sustainable materials and advanced digital technology.
The Precept gives a broader hint at Polestar’s future design direction - the 1 and 2 were heavily guided by Volvo design,
while the Precept is intended to demonstrate a move away from its parent firm’s styling influence – and potentially a future
Tesla Model S rival.
Exterior Design
The low, sleek silhouette has a lengthy 122-inch wheelbase – nearly 6 inches longer than that of the Model S – to allow
for a large battery and “an emphasis” on rear head- and leg-room, Polestar claims.
In place of a front grille, the Precept has a so-called Smartzone that houses sensors, cameras and driver assistance
functions behind a transparent panel.
A lidar pod is placed on the glass roof for best visibility and is intended to be the “next step towards increased driving
assistance”.
Following in the footsteps of the Audi E-tron and Honda E, the Precept has video cameras in place of conventional side
mirrors.
The glass roof extends backward, so there’s no conventional rear window and the tailgate has a larger opening and
higher-mounted hinges for better access.
Powertrain
Polestar did not share power ratings or battery sizes for the concept.
Features/Technologies
The next-gen infotainment system, powered by Android and building on Polestar’s partnership with Google, uses a 15inch portrait-oriented central touchscreen and a 12.5-inch digital instrument display.
These are linked by an illuminated blade that surrounds the cabin, while a holographic Polestar logo floats inside Swedish
crystal between the rear headrests.
The instrument display uses smart sensors, including eye-tracking, to monitor the driver’s gaze and adjust what the
screens show accordingly.
Interior Design
Inside, the Precept uses flax-based composites for its panels and seatbacks, achieving a saving in weight of up to 50%
and a reduction in plastic weight of up to 80% over conventional materials.
The seat upholstery is 3D-knitted from recycled PET bottles, bolsters and headrests are made from recycled cork vinyl,
and carpets are made from reclaimed fishing nets.
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Renault Morphoz Electric Concept

Level of Change: Concept
What's New
The Renault Morphoz is a shape-shifting crossover concept with Artificial Intelligence, Level 3 autonomy and an allelectric powertrain based on the new CMF-EV platform.
The new architecture enables the batteries to be located beneath the floor in the rear, ensuring a low center of gravity and
a short hood.
This platform is intended to underpin a new family of Renault EVs.
Exterior Design
Renault has stated that the Morphoz will influence the brand’s future EVs from a design perspective.
Styling-wise, the Renault Morphoz embodies the brand’s Family Petal design strategy with bodywork that combines an
Ivory Gold metallic finish and Electric Yellow details.
The concept is said to preview a specific C-Shape light signature which will be used on future Renault EVs.
It also features a backlit badge, closed-off radiator grille and active air inlets on the front bumper.
There are also two vents on the bonnet to cool the Morphoz’s main computers which are clustered around the powertrain.
Features/Technologies
The Renault Morphoz can transform between two different modes: a shorter City and a longer Travel version, enabling it
to go from a compact crossover with a 249-mile range to a midsize crossover with a 435-mile range.
The transformation is done at battery stations - the undertray of the vehicle opens and extra batteries can be installed in
just a few seconds.
The driver can stop at another station to return the extra batteries and revert to City configuration.
The interior benefits from the transformation as well - the dashboard can be pushed forward resulting in a longer cabin
that frees up additional passenger and cargo space.
Powertrain
In City mode, the Morphoz is 173.2 in long with a 107.5 in wheelbase and it comes equipped with a 40 kWh battery
offering a range of up to 249 miles, enough for daily urban and suburban use.
In Travel mode, the Morphoz is 189 in long with a 115.3 in wheelbase allowing it to accommodate additional battery
capacity and offer a more spacious interior.
In this mode, the vehicle can be equipped with a 90 kWh Travel Extender battery pack offering a total range of 435 miles.
Interior Design
Inside, the Renault Morphoz features a futuristic steering wheel with a 10.2-inch screen at its center that displays
essential driving and safety information.
The dashboard is highly configurable and the cabin also allows for a face-to-face seating arrangement (except for the
driver).
It’s also equipped with Level 3 autonomy, 5G onboard connectivity, Artificial Intelligence, and it makes smart use of
batteries – including when they’re not in use.
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Volkswagen ID.4 Electric Concept

Level of Change: Concept
What's New
In 2019, Volkswagen debuted its first mass-production all-electric vehicle for the European market - the ID.3.
That debut showcased the first model in a new family of ID zero-emission vehicles for the global market.
Shortly after the introduction of the ID.3, Volkswagen announced a model that would be introduced to the US market - the
ID.4 electric SUV - and they have now provided additional details about the production version.
Volkswagen said that the ID.4 will be produced and sold in Europe, China, and the U.S.
Exterior Design
The model was previewed back in 2017 by the ID. Crozz concept and it will have similar styling judging from the mildly
camouflaged press images supplied by Volkswagen.
Compared to the more coupe-like ID Crozz that preceded it, the ID.4 adopts a more traditional three-box design with a
vertical hatchback that should add practicality.
Just like the ID.3, the ID.4 will be underpinned by the flexible modular electric drive matrix (MEB) platform.
Powertrain
Depending on the drive package chosen, the ID.4 will offer as much as 500 miles of all-electric driving range.
New details include confirmation that the ID.4 will launch in rear-wheel-drive form with all-wheel-drive versions being
added later.
For a low center of gravity and well-balanced weight distribution, the ID.4 will have its high-voltage battery positioned at
the center of its underbody.
Some electric motor options may be related to the European market ID.3 hatchback (the base model ID.3 uses a rearmounted 147 hp motor and upgraded versions use a 201 hp motor).
Battery sizes will likely differ since the largest ID.3 battery (77 kWh) only offers 342 miles of range.
Interior Design
Inside, Volkswagen has stated that the ID.4 will have a fully digital cockpit, 'operated primarily by using touch surfaces
and intelligent, intuitive voice control.'

